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VV--2222  OOsspprreeyy
WWiinngg  ssppaann 8844''66""
LLeennggtthh 5577''33""
HHeeiigghhtt 2200''1100""  oovveerraallll
WWeeiigghhtt 3333,,114400  llbbss..,,  eemmppttyy
MMaaxx  ccaarrggoo  wweeiigghhtt 1100,,000000  llbbss..  iinntteerrnnaall

1155,,000000  llbbss..  eexxtteerrnnaall
CCrruuiissee  ssppeeeedd 227755  kknnoottss
DDaasshh  ssppeeeedd 330000  kknnoottss
PPoowweerr  ppllaanntt TTwwoo  TT440066--AADD--440000  

AAlllliissoonn  ggaass  ttuurrbbiinnee  
ttuurrbboo  sshhaaffttss

TTrroooopp  sseeaattss 2244
LLiitttteerrss 1122
CCrreeww 33

PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  EErriikk  HHiillddeebbrraannddtt  ccaappttuurreedd  tthhee  OOsspprreeyy aatt
PPaattuuxxeenntt  RRiivveerr  iinn  AAuugguusstt  aass  fflliigghhtt  tteesstt  ppeerrssoonnnneell  ttooookk  tthhee
ttiilltt--rroottoorr  aaiirrccrraafftt  tthhrroouugghh  iittss  ppaacceess..The V-22 Ospreytilt-rotor aircraft was developed

by the Navy and the tilt-rotor team of Bell
Helicopter Textron and Boeing Defense and

Space Group. It was introduced in a May 1989 rollout
ceremony at Bell’s Flight Research Center in Arlington,
Texas. Ultimately, the Ospreywill become the world’s
first production tilt-rotor aircraft, replacing the aging
CH-46 Sea Knightand CH-53D Sea Stallionas the
Marine Corps’ medium-lift aircraft and augmenting the
U.S. Special Operations Command fleet. 

The first of four production V-22s has been flying
since March at Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft
Division, Patuxent River, Md. At the end of July, the
test program had accumulated 1,250 hours in 1,069
flights. The second Ospreyarrived in September and
will be used for flight-envelope development testing
through 1999. It will then be fitted with terrain-fol-
lowing/terrain-avoidance radar and wing fuel tanks to
become the first special operations aircraft. All four
production aircraft should be aboard by year’s end.

Lieutenant General Terrence R. Dake, deputy
chief of staff for Marine Corps aviation, made his
first flight in the Ospreyon 29 August at Patuxent
River. The senior Marine aviator piloted the aircraft
for one hour to gain firsthand knowledge of its per-
formance and capabilities. After his flight, Dake
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said, “The V-22 is on the cutting edge of aviation
technology. It represents an important first step in
modernizing Marine Corps aviation for the battle-
fields of the 21st century.”


